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FORT RECOVERY 
Foreword 


One of the most historically important sites in the State 
of Ohio is located in the small town of Fort Recovery, Mercer 
County. It was here that General Arthur St. Clair's army was 
disastrously defeated in 1791; it was here that General Anthony 
Wayne, two years later, built one of his strongest forts and 
named it Recovery; it was on this ground that the confederated 
Indians of the Northwest Territory, in their greatest assembled 
force, were repulsed with heavy losses when they attacked the 
fort; and it was here that the treaty line, established at 
Greene Ville to separate the Indians from the Whites, turned 
from its westerly course and ran southward to the mouth of 
the Kentucky River. 

In Fort Recovery today there are a number of memorials 
which pay honor to these high actions of the past. These 
include a reconstructed fortification, located both on the 
site of the original structure and on the site of St. Clair's 
defeat; a library-museum building and a pioneer log cabin 
located nearby; a memorial stone shaft in the town square; and > 


& pioneer cemetery. All of these developments give the visitor 
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a strong, general impression of the significance of the ground 
upon which he is trodding. There is, however, little to provide 
him with details of the story or to establish proper historical 
relationships either of the units within the town of Fort 
Recovery with each other, or of Fort Recovery with the other 
Indian War sites in Ohio and Indiana. 

This report has been prepared by the Anthony Wayne Parkway 
Board to suggest means for telling this story more fully and 
more clearly. 


The report includes the following sections: 


(1) Historical Incidents at Fort Recovery 
(2) Suggested Development Program 
(3) Specific Recommendations for Units in Fort Recovery 


(4) Appendix 
% % de 4% 
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HISTORICAL INCIDENTS AT FORT RECOVERY 
General St. Clair's Defeat 


Following General Josiah Harmar's fiasco at the confluence 
of the St, Marys and St. Joseph Rivers in 1790, the governor of 
the Northwest Territory, Arthur St. Clair, took it upon himself 

| to lead another army into the Indian country, north from Fort 
Washington, in an attempt to reduce the Indian hostility. de 
had great confidence in his own abilities as a military cam- 
paigner, but had learned little from the disaster of his 
predecessor, 


With a badly trained and rather poorly equipped army, St, 


Clair left Fort Washington, and, by the first of November, had 
moved northward as far as Fort Jefferson (Darke County). Here 

\ he readied his army for a thrust against the Indians. He knew 
that they must be nearby as their trails showed much recent use, 
but he also knew that it was he who must choose the ground for 
battle. 

Leaving Fort Jefferson on the morning of the second of 

November, St. Clair marched northwestward over flat, marshy 
ground, By the evening of the third, he had reached the banks 


of the Wabash, (Mercer County) and there encamped. After the 
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eleven mile march, the troops must have been cold and tired 

for the encampment was hastily and poorly constructed, For 

some reason, St, Clair felt secure there, though there is infor- 
mation to the effect that on the evening of the third he was 
warned of the proximity of Indians to his camp. This information, 


if it was received by St. Clair, was not heeded, for on the morn- 


_ ing of the fourth, at the break of day, the Indians, under the 


- command of Chief Little Turtle, rushed into his camp shouting 


and whooping with savage fury. 

St. Clair's army was immediately thrown into confusion. 
The unexpected attack had caught it unprepared to meet the 
savage onslaught, and, in a short time, the army was surrounded 


by the scalping and howling Indians, The general galloped from 


place to place calling out orders to his men, Twice horses 


were shot from under him, but he kept urging the troops to 
maintain their lines and meet the attack. 

Finally, with scores of his men wounded and dying, St. 
Clair realized that no course was left to him but to break 
through the Indian encirclement and escape southward, Atv 
his command a concerted push was made into one section of the 


Indian line. This effort succeeded and what was left of the 
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American army poured through, running, walking, limping back 
to Fort Jefferson. 

The battle lasted almost three hours. Thirty-nine officers 
and five hundred and ninety-three men were killed and missing, 
and twenty-two officers and two hundred and forty-six enlisted 
men were wounded when the frightful affair ended. Among those 

‘who lost their lives were Major General Richard Butler and Lt. 

Col. William Darke, two of the finest officers to serve in the 
West. From the day of the battle until the eighth of November 
men straggled into Fort Jefferson, some to recover, others to 
die. 7 

Fortunately for the Americans the Indians did not press 
their victory on the Wabash. Had they done so St. Clair's 
entire army might have been wiped out, ‘Instead, they stayed on 
the battlefield to loot and pillage and to glory in their victory. 

On the 31st of January 1792, General James Wilkinson arrived 
on the battle site. He had been sent from Fort Washington 
(Cincinnati) to bury the dead and salvage what was left of St. 
Clair's equipment, Because of deep snows, Wilkinson was able 
to accomplish little. It remained for General Wayne's men, in 
December 1793, to bury the remains of the fallen soldiers and 
to recover several artillery pieces which St. Clair's men had 


hidden, 
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General St. Clair's defeat was one of the worst disasters 
to be inflicted upon an American army in the history of the 


country. 


General Wayne and the Building of Fort Recovery 

For the American Army the years between General St. Clair's 
defeat (1791) and General Wayne's campaign. (1793-179) were ones 
of rigid training and well planned preparation. They were also 
years in which Indian bravado and insolence increased. The frontier 


was aflame, The next time an army marched into the wilderness it 


must win and win decisively. Wayne was perfectly aware of this 


and he brought all of his powers of organization and discipline 


to bear upon the newly created Legion of the United States to 
ensure victory. 

By the.fall of 1793, Wayne felt his troops were ready to 
advance into the Indian territory. In fact, he had been prepared 
to move throughout the summer, but he w—> instructed from Phila- 
delphia to postpone his offensive while peace negotiations were 
under way at the Rapids of the Miami of the Lakes (Maumee River). 

In some respects, Wayne was more fortunate than his Beda 
cessors. St. Clair had completed a string of forts, garrisoned 
and supplied, into the heart of the Indian country. These 


included Forts Hamilton, St. Clair, and Jefferson. Wayne could 
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use them to advantage. He also had better roads than those 
other generals, and, together with his well equipped, expertly 
trained, and rigidly disciplined army, his campaign gave promise 
of success. His own experience in fighting the border Indians 
in the South was no small help in training his recruits, In 
spite of all of this, Wayne was cautious, He was well aware 
that he dared not fail as Harmar and St, Clair had failed. 
Another defeat, especially of so fine an army as he commanded, 
would most certainly spell disaster to the American possession 
of this territory. He also knew that many of the veterans of 
Harmarts and St. Clair'’s armies were fearful of another failure, 
and it was incumbent upon him to dispell these fears. He knew 
that the Indians were being urged on and supplied by their 
British allies who-wished to maintain actual, if not legal, 
control of the whole region and its increasingly profitable 


fur trade, 


~ 
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Two things slowed Wayne's advance from Fort Washington 
into the Indian Country: (1) The advanced season acted as a 
deterrent. There was little chance of a quick thrust through 
the marshy, prairie lands north of Fort Jefferson in October and 
November. (2) Supplies did not come forward as speedily as 


necessary. By the thirteenth of October, Wayne had arrived on 


fa Soy 


aeord neil? ebsor redted bad onte ei .s3ednavbs o¢ 
yitreqxe ,beaqtirpe Tlew eid Adiw iedtogos Mi aaa aad ity | 
oximorg ovay mptsomes etd ,yorre bemtigtosib ylbighs bas oeakent 
ehstbal tebtod ond antsriar? ab oomp lence arp ale BROS ee, 
al ,etbusoe: afd gnbatond nt qied Lfeae or. 2sw Mauoe odd whe ite 
exawe Ifow ssw oH ,evottyso caw omyslf ,etdt to Lis te odiqe, un : rs 
-beList bed thet) ,¢2 boo seme os {tet don bereb anes’ es 
bebrgcmoo ef ea yrs ms omft o¢ to y{latoeges <Se9Tteb sebtes. 
“oleaseeeg GaoitemA edt o) tedasetbh Lfoge ylatattes Jaom, bivow, 
to aaexotev afd to ynem todd worl oats of .yrotiried BEM Ame 
,omliet stedtons to fIstuset st)8ew colmis e'risld .t2 das essere 
wer oH ,cts9i stent Ileqeth of auld mogu Saeaui ort a ARS: 
iteit yd betiqqne bas ac beguy nated ortow enatbad. ect disdt : 
.isgel gon Ti .Leutos atednion ot bocladw od sebite dest 42 nn a é | 
eidstitoxy ylyaiesetont edt bas aobget al odd to Losdnoo. 
one sini alle une 
enhpeiciist 1 salah eile sated x bows, egnkit owt sop 2 f 
5 96 botoa soeses beonavbe sft () A I ah 
dpyorusd tennis he se Se Na aaa 
bas redodo0 at noeretiel Sxo% to dizen ebasl ai: 
ce yLiboeqs sa brawsot ecco con bib eekly 


no Devices bed emyel yedodo0 to ¢ 


me SO ea 


the site of Greenville (Darke County). Here, of necessity, he 
halted, built Fort Greene Ville, and prepared to spend the winter, 
This interruption of the advance at Fort Greene Ville did 
not mean that Wayne's offensive operations were ended for the 
winter, Always he kept in mind the psychological (though he 


probably did not call it that) significance of the repossession 


- of the ground upon which General St, Clair had been so seriously 


routed, With the encampment of Greene Ville strongly fortified 
and seemingly impervious to attack, he sent a detachment under 
Major Henry Burbeck forward to the "field of battle." This 
detachment was ordered to accomplish three things: (1) to build 
a four blockhouse post; (2) to recover the cannon hidden by St. 
Clair's fleeing army; and (3) to collect and bury the remains 
of the men who had fallen there on November h, 1791. 

Major Burbeck arrived on the site on December 23, 1793. 
The bones of the dead were buired; presumably severe. pieces 
of artillery were found, for there is mention of St. Clair's 
pieces being used at Fort Recovery; and by December 28, the 
fort was completed. General Wayne himself had gone forward on 
Christmas day to supervise the works, and, subsequent to his 
inspection, had assigned Captain Alexander Gibson as Commandant, 

It is interesting to note that General Wayne considered 


two names other than "Recovery" for his second fortification 
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in the West: Defiance and Restitution. 

The frontier, aside from minor Indian forays, was quiet 
until the end of June, 1794. At that time, a small supply 
convoy was wending its way northward from Fort Greene Ville, 
under the command of Major William McMahon. Just as the 300 


pack horses, laden with flour, reached the gate of Fort Recovery, 


-yells of an attacking Indian force stopped them in their tracks, 


Approximately two thousand Indians and a number of British army 
officers and members of the British Indian Department rushed 
down upon the convoy, hoping to enter the stockade when the gates 
were opened to allow reinforcements out to aid the escort. “a 
this latter expectation, the Indians were disappointed, A small 
detachment did come out to fight with the escort, but the major 
part of the garrison carried on the battle from the inside. Only 
at nightfall, when the Indians were repulsed, were the gates 
opened to allow the waggons and the escort to enter. The battle 
was resumed for a short time the following morning, but the 
Indians soon picked up their dead and wounded and departed in 
defeat. 

This was a marked victory for the American forces. Indian 
losses were never completely ascertained, but the loss of the 
Americans was 213 killed and 0 wounded. Major McMahon, the 


able leader of the escort, was among the number who perished. 
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Throughout the rest of the war, Fort Recovery remained unassailed, 
The historical significance of the fort is two-fold: 

(1) it kept the Indians aware that the American army was on the 

offensive, and, further, it was a psychological factor which 

negated the Indians! defeat of St. Clair; and (2) it held off 

the strongest force of hostile Indians ever assembled during the 

campaigns of General Wayne, There is reason to believe that 

the defeat of the Indians of Fort Recovery was the turning point 

of the Indian Wars. Wayne's success at Fallen Timbers and the 

Treaty of Greene Ville may well have been decided on the banks 


of the Wabash. 


Recovery of the Bones at Fort Recovery 

Following the signing of the Treaty of Greene Ville (1795), 
Fort Recovery became a way station on the trade route which ran 
from Cincinnati to Lake Erie. Eventually a town developed there 
which was settled partially by veterans of the Indian Wars and 
their families, Yet, it was not until September 10, 1851 that 
the community took cognizance of its place in the history of the 
West." This was "Bone-burying Day" in Fort Recovery, the day 
that the remains of the heroic dead were disinterred from their 
original graves and buried in the village cemetery. Symbolically 
the bones were placed in thirteen large coffins, representing 


the thirteen states which comprised the union at the time the wars 
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were fought against the hostile Indians. At that time petitions 
were sent to Congress requesting that a proper memorial be 
erected in honor of these men, but lack of interest on the part 
of the national legislators thwarted these early efforts. 

In October, 1891, the bones were reinterred in the Port 

Recovery Memorial Park during ceremonies in which the Ohio 
State Archaeological and llistorical Society took part. Again 


efforts were made to obtain the aid of Congress in erecting a 


‘nemorial, but it was not until 1906. that Congress passed a bill 


appropriating the sum of $25,000 for a monument to be erected 
at Fort Recovery. 

Construction of the memorial shaft was begun early in 1912, 
and it was dedicated with appropriate ceremonies on July 1, 1913. 
(See Appendix No. 1 for description of the memorial shaft.) The 
Federal Government at that time turned the shaft over to the 
town for maintenance and administration, 
Reconstruction of the Port and Recent Developments 

In 193k, a Fort Recovery citizens! committee applied to the 
national government for funds to reconstruct the old stockade, 
to erect a library~-museum building, and to place a pioneer cabin 
near the fort ec Financial aid was provided by the Works 
Progress Administration and historical guidance was provided by 


the Ohio State Archaeological and Historical Society. Actual 


work was begun in 1935. (See Appendix No. 2 for contributions made by 
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various groups to the projects). The three structures when 
completed were placed in the custody of the Ohio State Archae- 
ological and Historical Socicty for administration. 


During the intervening years a number of changes have occurred; 


The Memorial Shaft 

The town, through the cooperation of a number of organiza- 
tions, did a commendable job of maintaining the shaft and the 
park area surrounding it. As years passed, however, the burden 
of maintenance increased, There was also a clear indication of 
the need for various memorial units in Fort Recovery to be under 
one administrative agency. By mutual agreement, the Fort Recovery 
Council and the Ohio State Archaeological and Historical Society 
agreed to a transfer of the title to the shaft and the park to 
the Society. This was accomplished by House Bill 398, introduced 
into the 99th General Assembly by Representative Paul Hinkle of 
Celina, The transfer became effective March 3, 1952. 
The Restored Fortification 

This structure has been suspect as to its historical validity 
as no drawing or detailed description of the structure has been 
found. Research material, contained in another section of this 
report, indicates that the present reconstruction is inaccurate 
in its portrayal. The structure has been subject to the ravages 


of insects and general deterioration over the years and is, at the 
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present writing, in a state of near collapse, Being historically 
and structurally unsound, there is a present opportunity to 


create a more authentic presentation of the original structure. 


The Library-lfuseum Building 

The Ohio State Archaeological and Historical Society, after 
it had taken over the administration of this building, leased it 
to the Fort Recovery Library Association. During the intervening 
years, the library program has expanded until Fort Recovery has 
one of the most widely used, small libraries in Ohio. The 
museum function, in the building, is confined to small second 
floor room. The material in this room, much of it pertaining 
to local events in the Indian Wars, is owned by the Fort Recovery 
Historical Society. The local Society, with the assistance of 
other Fort Recovery groups, administers the museum and provides 


attendants, 


The Pioneer Cabin 
This structure has remained more or less as it was when it 
was first moved on to the property in the 1930's. It is furnished 


with items which have been given or loaned by local people. 


The Pioneer Cemetery 
This site was the burial place of the soldiers who fell in 


St. Clair's defeat and in the battle that took place when Wayne's 
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men defended the fort. The remains of the soldiers were interred 
here from 1851 to 1891. The cemetery was restored by the Fort 


Recovery Historical Society in 1950-1951. 


Tea 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM GENERAL 


With Tort Recovery the scene of the disastrous climax of 
the second canpaign against the Indians and perhaps the turning 
point in the Indian Wars, the site is one of the most important 
in the regional development which is being planned by the Anthony 
Wayne Parkway Board, The events enacted on the site are both 
intensely interesting and historically important, but they require 
proper integration and interpretation. There is also a need to 
place these local events in their broader relationship with the 
other actions and the other sites with which they are associated 


in the Indian Wars, 


Integration 

With all of the units in Fort Recovery under one adminis- 
trative agency (with the exception of the Pioneer Cemetery) 
integration can be easily achieved, With the major physical 
developments already existing (the fort needs rebuilding) the 
major problems consist of guiding the tourist from one unit to 
another and of interpreting for him the story which is 
associated with each unit. 

Directional signs and a pamphlet, containing a map of Fort 
Recovery, should provide integration and guidance locally. 


Integration of Fort Recovery into the regional Parkway develop-~ 
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ment can be accomplished in several ways. Already highway 

signs have been erected on the "Parkway" leading to Fort Recovery. 
Standard signs should be located at the main approaches to the 
town. Publications, booklets, pamphlets, and maps dealing with 
the Parkway District as a whole will bring Fort Recovery strongly 
into focus. The Anthony Wayne Parkway Board will be mainly 
responsible for these broader developments through the coopera- 
tion of other agencies. 

Interpretation 

All of the proposed development, reconstruction, and inter- 
pretation must be based essentially upon historical research, 
Tradition must be closely scrutinized in the light of knovm facts. 
The record of events which occurred in Fort Recovery are fairly 
clear in general. This is particularly true of the part which 
St. Clair played. His defeat ds heidtesomibed in several 
diaries and there are several contemporary maps which depict the 
disastrous action. 

The second battle is also fairly well described. The records 
on the physical aspects of the fort, however, are meager and 
fragmentary. No contemporary drawing of the structure has been 
found and very little descriptive material has been brought to 
light. The exact shape and size of the structure must be based 


upon the few known facts together with assumptions which can be 
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drawn from similar structures built in the same period, Inter- 
pretation of the Fort Recovery site, except for the fort struc- 
ture, presents few problems, 

The interpretive media which can be used include: 
(1) narrative-type signs or markers, (2) bulletin boards, 


(3) publications, (4) the museum, and (5) the reconstructed fort. 
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SPECIFIC PROBLEMS 


The Fort Reconstruction 


The statement is made above that since the present reproduction 


of the original fort is "both structurally and historically unsound, 
there is a present opportunity to create a more authentic pre- 


sentation of the original structure." 


Since the site of the original fort has been pre-empted for 
the most part by city development, the opportunity for rebuilding 
the original fort does not exist. The structure that is built 
) | must be, of necessity, only a fraction of the size of the original. 
The relationship of the reconstruction to the original fort, 
if it can be established, should be clearly demonstrated for the 
visitor in order that he is not given a false impression. Units 
of the structure, such as the block houses, pickets, and etc., 
can be rebuilt in such a manner as to provide an accurate picture. 
In the following discussion, the facts which concern the fort are 


presented, together with conclusions and recommendations. 


Historical Analysis of the Fort 
Information concerning the design of Fort Recovery is 
elusive. It is only by searching out scattered details and 


comaents that any tentative conclusions can be reached. 
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The material on the fort which follows is divided into 


several sections: 


(1) "Given" Material: accounts, contemporary descriptions, 
orders, and similar information, 

(2) Subsequent Findings: archaeological discoveries, 
historical notes, and memoirs. 

(3) Assumptions and Conclusions: ideas evolved from the 


information included in Sections 1 and 2, 


"Given" Material 


In a letter order to Major Burbeck dated, Greene Ville: 


December 22, 1793, Wayne wrote: 


You will march tomorrow morning at Reveille with the 
Detachment of Infantry as far as a small creek about 
three or four miles on this side of Genl. St. Clair's 
field of battle, where you will encamp tomorrow even- 
ing, felling a breast work of timber so as to cover the 
main body & picket guards - & for securing you against 
a surprise. 


You will advance at the davm of day next morning & 
possess yourself of the most favorable Ground on the 
South side of the Wabash or water upon which the battle 
was fought, & immediately proceed to erect four block 
houses of twenty feet square in the Clear, connecting 
them with pickets agreeably to the enclosed plan or 
Draught, *+ 


“ This plan is not included in the Wayne manuscripts. 
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Order your front flanks & rear Guards to cover them- 
selves by felled trees at a proper distance from where 
you erect the works - with orders to put out small 
patroles & to defend themselves to the last extremity 
whist you are Employed in raising the Houses & preparing 
the pickets, ~ let all your houses be wnder way at the 
Same time - by which means you can cover your Detach- 
ment from all the Indians in the Wilderness in the 
Course of two hours after laying the ground tier - A 
judicious disposition of your working parties will 
soon complete this Essential business, in the interin 
send a few men with Mr, Shay to search for the artil- 
lery lost upon thet Ground on the lith of Novr. 1791 
there are two six pounders in the Creek probably with- 
in a few yards of the place that you will fix upon 
for the Fort there are or were three three pounders 
hid by the side of an Old fallen tree some distance 
on the Opposite side of the Creek with an old dead tree 
standing by it. However Mr. Shay will be able to point 
out the place - those in the creek he has seen & had 
his hand in the (hiding?) of one of the = a six pounder; 


Let the ends of the block Houses present outwards 
with three embrasures in each for a small Howitzer: the 
shutters of which must be Musket proof as well as the 
door or decors of the sally ports, 


But your own Good judgment & Experience will best 
direct those Minutia, as well as the most suitable 
positions for the Fort which I purpose to call Recovery 
& to endow it in due season with a Competent Garrison 
& supplies for three Months, 


You may therefore expect to hear further from me by 
the time you are under Cover. 


(From: Wayne MSS, HSP, XI, Part 2, 104.) 
2. Ina letter to James Wilkinson, dated Greene Ville, December 
22, 1793, Wayne wrote: 
. « « added to other arrangements, for reclaiming 
some ground & articles that were lost in front 


some time since, 


¥ It is intercsting to note that Vayne also had written, but 
crossed out, the names "Defiance" and "Restitution, * 
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IT have had this business in contemplation for some 
time, but did not expect to put in execution quite so 
soon had not circumstances rendertd it expedient to 
seize the present moment. 


I shall mount a detachment of Light Infantry on 
some of the pack Horses & follow liajor Burbeck 
about Nine OClock in the ilorning - & would be very 
happy of your Company . . .« 


(From Wayne MSS, HSP, Part 2, 102.) 
3. A General Order of the Legion of the United States, dated, 


Head Quarters, Greene Ville, 28th December 1793 reads: 


: fhe commander in Chief returns his most grateful 
thanks to Major Henry Burbeck & to every Officer Non 
Commissioned Officer and private belonging to the 
Detachment under his Command for their soldierly & 
Exemplary good conduct during their late arduous 

tour of duty & for the ready cheerfulness, with which 
they faced & surmounted every difficulty (at this 
inclement season) in repossessing the Field of Battle 

& erecting thereon Fort Recovery - a work impervious 

to savage force, as also for piously & carefully 
collecting & entering - the bones, & paying the last 
respect & military honors to the Manes of the hero's 
who fell upon the th of November 1791; by three time(s) 
three discharges, from the same Artillery, that were lost 
on that fatal day: But now Recover'd by this Detach- 
ment of the Legion; 


The Commander in Chief also requests Major llilis, 
Captains Butler & DeButts, Lieut. Harrison & Doct. 
Scott to accept of his best thanks for their voluntary 
aid & services upon this Occasion. . ." 


(From: Wayne MSS, HSP, XXXI, Part 2, 112.) 


4. An entry for June 30, 1794 in the Diary of John Chew who 


accompanied the Indians on their attack against Fort Recovery notes: 
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The garrison at Fort Recovery is 350, twenty Chicka- 
saws, and a party of light horse, Fort Recovery consists 
of blockhouses, mounted with cannon and picketed between, 

(From: American Historical Magazine, II, 639-643.) 


This is all that has been found to date of original information. 


Subsequent Findings 

The well, which was within Fort Recovery, was uncovered and 
has been rebuilt. It was found to be thirty-six feet deep and 
of the windlass type. The base of the flag staff was also found. 

The oak stake which marked the western terminus of the Greene 
Ville Treaty line was also found and is on display in the Fort 
ee se ae Because of the proximity of its location to 
both the well and flag staff, it is presumed that it also was 
located within the confines of the fort. 

The exact size of the fortification has not been determined, 
However, a plat (now not able to be found), said to have been 
located in the Mercer County Court House, if accurate, would make 
the fort 150! x 350'. A search is being made to locate this plat. 

A trench, which was probably a tunnel that connected the 
fort with the Wabash River, was known to local residents for many 
years. It was finally filled in because it presented a hazard 
for tourists. 

Samuel McDowell, a soldier in the Indian ‘ars and later a 


resident of the town of Fort Recovery, noted that there were 
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"look-out" posts at each corner of the fort. Whether he meant 

a simple type of blockhouse. or a blockhouse with a cupola on top 
cannot be ascertained. A number of contemporary forts were built 
with this feature (Fort Washington for example). 

In 1872, the remains of an army officer, reputedly of the 
Indian War period, were found at the northwest corner of Wayne 
and Boundary streets. According to G. W. Reuter, (see Appendix 
No. 3) this burial place would have been within the confines of 
the fort. Generally, it was not the practice to bury the dead 
within the stockade, If it was the body of General Butler, as 
some assume, it was buried before the stockade was built, since 
he fell in St, Clair'’s defeat. | 

In so far as arms are concerned, there is reason to believe 
that the fort was, in part, armed with the guns recovered from 
St. Clair's "fatal day." Wayne ordered that these guns be 
located and it is know that they were fired in salute when 


the fort construction was completed, 


Assumptions & Conclusions 

The structural features of Fort Recovery, which need to be 
determined, if possible, are: (1) the general outline and size 
of the fort, (2) the construction of the blockhouses and their 
relation to the whole, and (3) the miscellaneous accoutrements 
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As for general outlines of the fort, there are three reports 
to consider. The first is that of Wayne himself and is included 
in his order of December 22, 1793 to Major Burbeck, viz.: "... 
proceed to erect four block houses . . . connecting them with 
pickets agreeably to the enclosed plan or Draught." 

Unfortunately, the whereabouts of this "enclosed plan or 
draught" is not known. Yet, according to Wayne's instructions, 
the impression is given that it was a fairly simple structure. 
The memoirs of Samuel McDowell, an early resident of the town, 
would corroborate this idea. His wife's drawing, presenting 
the fort as he and she remembered it, shows a very simple 
structure of four Bresunensee with connecting stockades. 
Considering that they both saw it in its later years, the draw- 
ing is far too simple to be useful. By the time they became 
acquainted with the fort, there still persisted at least one 
barracks building and this is not shown in their sketch. 

As to size, the only possible "lead" is the plat reputed 
to be in the Mercer County Court House. Even if found, it may 
be af little help, as many of the early surveys were inaccurate. 
Archaeological investigations probably would lead to little 
further knowledge as the river channel was moved northward, much 
of the site built over, and the area generally disturbed. The 


outlines have undoubtedly been erased forever. 
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Secondly, the blockhouses: 

According to Wayne's orders they were to be twenty feet square, 
the ofa presenting outwards with three embrasures in each for a 
small howitzer. If these remarks are interpreted correctly, the 
blockhouses of the existing fort are incorrect, The diagram below 
shows the proper relation of a blockhouse to the stockade. This 
same plan was used by Major Burbeck, when he built Fort Defiance 


(see Appendix No. for plan of Fort Defiance). 
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B Pickets of Stockade 

a Embrasures 
B b Sally port from the 
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If these conclusions are correct, the total outline of the 


fort would be something like the sketch below: 
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The dimensions of the blockhouses were according to Wayne's 
order, "twenty feet square in the clear." As to the other dinen- 
sions and specifications, nothing is known, and it is presumed 
that Burbeck did as he was ordered,. used his "own good judgment 
and Experience." Drawings and sketches of contemporary forts 
should provide these details. 

At this point, one thing might be noted, and it is purely a 
point of balance: If the fort was as large as subsequent writers 
have thought, the blockhouses would have been rather small in 
comparison with the whole. 

Finally, what is known about the miscellaneous accoutre- 
ments of the fort? | 

There seems to be little doubt that at one time or another 
there was a barracks building. As a matter of fact, settlers 
of the town actually lived in it, according to later report. 
ayet there is no record of such a structure being erected in 
December, 1793. It would seem that the barracks building was 
constructed subsequent to the original fortification. It was 
probably built in the manner of Fort Defiance, completely 
within the walls and did not form a part of the outer curtain, 
as the present restoration shows, It might even have been that 
there was more than one barracks building as the garrison was 


rather large and circumstances at the time did not permit safe 
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living outside the walls of the stockade. In all probability 
there were in excess of 350 men stationed there and, due to the 
cold winter and rainy season in the spring, permanent shelter 
was a necessity. 

It should also be noted that the cannon which were used 
in the fort were probably those of St. Clair's, lost in his 
defeat in November, 1791. Wayne specifically mentions the fact 
that they were fired in a salute when the work was finished 
and does not say that they were subsequently removed from the 
fort. 

The only other structural features referred to are the 
shutters for the embrasures in the blockhouses and the sally 
ports. These were supposed to be musket proof. Just what type 
of construction would fit this specification is not nom, It 
might have meant either an especially thick shutter of hardwood, 
or a particular design which would provide for lapping the logs 
so as to prevent the penetration of musket balls. 

To summarize,what is knovm of the structural character 
of Fort Recovery? First, the size of the blockhouses was twenty 
feet square "in the clear" (which probably means outside measure- 
ment); it is known that each of the blockhouses had three embra- 
sures for cannon and that all four were connected with a picket- 


type stockade. Lack of evidence and lack of specific mention to 
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the contrary indicates that the barracks building (or buildings) 
was a subsequent structure. The overall size of the fortification 
is not known, nor are its boundaries sure. The blockhouses were 
equipped with light artillery, presumably that formerly used by 
St. Clair. It is believed that a trench which led from the fort 
area down to the river was formerly a tunnel, a common feature 
of early forts. The location of the well, the flag staff, and 
the Greene Ville Treaty marker are known, all of which were 
probably within the fort, 

Many of the accepted descriptions of Fort Recovery, by 
recent findings, have proven to be false assumptions. For the 
most part, almost all of the information heretofore gathered, 
outside of that found through original research in documen- 
tary sources and through archaeological investigation, must be 
discarded. As time went on, the fort was undoubtedly strength- 
ened and improved. No doubt a banquette was constructed along 
the inner side of the stockade and other provisions were made 
for the safety and comfort of the troops and the storage of 
supplies. It was unquestionably a strong post as is evidenced 


by the failure of the Indians to take it in June of 179). 
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Recemnendations 

From the historical analysis, it would be logical to reduce 
the reconstruction of the fort to four block houses with connecting, 
picketed stockades. Site limitations would also dictate this 
approach, To build a free standing barracks (indicated by research) 
would be to clutter the interior of the reconstruction to the 
detriment of the well, the flagpole site, and the treaty marker 
Site. It is therefore recommended that the new reconstruction» 
be simplified and exclude the barracks. 

Within the stockade, narrative-type markers should bring 
out the fact that there were undoubtedly quarters for the troops 
and indicate their possible relationship to the reconstruction 
on the basis of the Fort Defiance plan. The same type of marker 
should be used to describe the well, the flagpole, the treaty 
marker, and other features of the structure, These markers 
should be low, not over thirty inches high, consisting of a 
plate set at an angle and supported by a pipe or concrete guannen 

On the exterior of the fort, on the path leading to the 
entrance, is the proper and opportune point to orient the visitor. 
Following is the information which he should be given at this 
point: (1) the Indian Wars -- (a quick resume); (2) St. Clair's 
defeat on the site (map); (3) construction of the fort by Wayne 


and the attack in 179); (4) reconstruction of the fort and 
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relation to original; (5) other associated points of interest in 
Fort Recovery; and (6) administrative agency. 

All of this information will probably require a bulletin 
board type of marker. Pecause of the proximity of the museun, 
to the fort site, the material can be presented in a concise 
manner. It should be assumed, however, that many who visit the 
fort will not visit the museum, and that a complete story, though 
concise, should be told. Repetition will not be objectionable. 
Means for dispensing a pamphlet should be provided at this point. 

It is recommended that the new reconstruction be made of 
the materials which were employed by the original builders -- 
timber. Only by using this material can many of the original 
features of the structure be reconstructed, and only in this 
manner can the general historical effect be achieved. Main- 
tenance of A timber structure is admittedly a major consideration. 
However, excessive costs can be reduced by: (1) selecting tree 
species which are insect and fungus resistant, and (2) properly 
treating the timber before instailation. It has been stated on 
good authority that such timber will last from forty to fifty 
years with little or no maintenance, Without pvroper selection 
or treatment, the present structure has lasted approximately 


seventeen years. 
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The Library—Museum Building 

This building is located within several hundred feet of 
the present reconstructed fort, It is located, without question, 
on the battleground where St. Clair met defeat, and, in all , 
probability it lies within the confines of the original Fort 
Recovery. 

The building has three present functions: (1) it houses 
the Fort Recovery Library, (2) it houses the Fort Recovery 
Historical Society Museum, and (3) it Be ena a meeting place 
for the Fort Recovery Historical Society. 

The building is in the custody of the Ohio State Archaeo- 
logical and Historical Society and is leased by the Society to 
the Fort Recovery Library Association for a small yearly fee. 
The Association maintains the building. 

As stated above in this report, the library is very 
heavily used. According to some local authorities, the 
library has expanded, or soon will, beyond the facilities 
which are available in the building. The museum is in a similar 
predicament: access to the second floor room is difficult, 
displays are over~crowded and inadequate, and circulation is 
congested, 

For these reasons, it is suggested that the Ohio State 


Archaeological and Historical Society, in planning the ultimate 


wedi 
development at Fort Recovery, consider utilizing the present build- 
ing in its entirety for museum purposes. If this is done, both 
the history enacted on the site rae that of the county could be 
adequately interpreted, 

The museum development could well be a cooperative effort 
between the state and local historical societies, utilizing 
the resources of both organizations, Actual administration 
of the museun, including the services of a competent curator, 


should be incumbent upon the state society. 


The Pioneer Cabin 

This unit, located in the fort-library-museun area, has 
little direct associations with the main historical theme of 
the site, It is an early cabin which was’ moved to the area in 
the 1930's and is furnished with pioneer furniture and imple- 
ments. It should be considered an adjunct to the museum since 
it presents a part of the broader picture of the area —- the 
early pioneers and settlers and how they lived. A marker at 
the cabin should establish the ,purpose of the cabin and bring 
out some of the local history of settlement in Fort Recovery 
and Hercer County. | 

At the time the museum is installed, the cabin and its 


accoutrements should be refurbished and the display expanded. 


ey 
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The Memorial Shaft 

The physical condition of the shaft and the park area 
surrounding it are in need of attention. The monument eure 
pointing and cleaning; the park needs to be replanted, and the © 
walks, particularly those around the perimeter, are in need of 
repair. 

The major requirement in this area, as in the other areas 
in Fort Recovery, is, again, proper interpretation. Parts of 
the story are given in the inscriptions which are placed on the 
four sides of the base of the shaft. These inscriptions, however, 
are mainly inspirational rather than factual, They give the 
reader little background for understanding or appreciating the 
shaft or the site. 

It is recommended that a bulletin board, similar to the one 
suggested for the fort Site, be erected near the monument. It 
should repeat, in part, tne story told at the fort: the Indian 
Wars, St. Clair's defeat on the site, the building of Fort 
Recovery, and the attack. This story should be expanded here 
to include the various burials of the remains of the fallen 
soldiers: (1) Gen. Wilkinson, (2) Major Burbeck, (3) "Bone 
Burying Day," ()) final interrment beneath the shaft. 


Provision should be made here also to dispense pamphlets, 
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The Pioneer Cemetery 

This unit has direct associations with the Indian Wars: 

It was the temporary resting place ~- from 1851 to 1891 -- 
of the soldiers who fell under St. Clair and Wayne. The original 
burial was discovered in 1851 by village boys playing along the 
Wabash River, After considerable search, a great number of 
skeletons, buried in 1792 and 1794, were found. They were 
interred in the Pioneer Cemetery in the same year. Later 
they were moved to the memorial park in the center of the town 
and finally placed in a crypt beneath the shaft. This story 
should be told on a marker placed at the cemetery site. 

The story of Samuel McDowell, who lies buried in the cemetery, 
is told on a marker erected by the Fort Recovery Historical 
society and the lUcDowell descendants, McDowell served with 
Generals St, Clair, Wilkinson, and Wayne, and became an early 
Settler in the area, 

The cemetery was recently restored by the Fort Recovery 


Historical Society and should remain in its custody. 
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Division of Responsibility 
In order to accomplish the proposed development at Fort 
Recovery, the following division of responsibility is suggested: 
(1) The Ohio State Archaeological and Historical Society: 
a. Fort Reconstruction 
1. Collaborate with the Anthony Wayne Parkway 
Board in preparing plans and specifications 
for the structure 
2. Erect bulletin and narrative type markers on 
the site 
b. Monument Area 
1. Put the structure in good order -- point and 
clean the stone work 
2. Re-landscape the park area -~ including walks 
and lighting 
3. Erect bulletin and narrative type markers 
Ce Pioneer Cabin 
1. Put building in good structural condition 
2. Renovate the display in the cabin 
d. Library-~lMuseum Building 
1. When agreeable to parties concerned, expand the 


museum function 
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(2) The Fort Recovery Historical Society 
a. Pioneer Cabin 
1. Assist in acquiring early furnishings for cabin 
2. Erect narrative type marker telling of early 
settlement and life in Mercer County 
be. Pioneer Cemetery 
1. Erect narrative type marker telling of burials etc. 
c. Publication 
1. Revise present pamphlet to include: (a) introduction 
dealing with Indian Wars; (b) map of Fort Recovery 
showing points of interest | 
(3) The Fort Recovery Village Council 
a. In Fort Recovery 
le Erect directional type markers to guide 
tourists to various memorial units 
(4) Fort Recovery Garden Club 
a. Approaches to town on main highways 
1. Plantings of trees and shrubs 
b. At approach signs 
l. Plantings of trees and shrubs 
c, Monument Area 
1. Cooperate with the Archaeological and Historical 


Society in planting area about monument 
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(5) The State Highway Department 
a. Approaches to town on main highways 
1. Erect signs - "Fort Recovery ~~ site of General 
St. Clair's defeat (1791) and fort built by 
. General Wayne (1793)" 
(6) Anthony Wayne Parkway Board 
a Research 
1. Continue investigation on the details of 
contemporary fort construction and collaborate 
with the Ohio State Archaeological and Histor- 
ical Society in preparing construction plans 
for the fort | 
b. Coordination of Efforts 
1. Act as clearing agency for the various organi- 


zations involved in the development 
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Appendix No, 1 


The now Soldiers! Lionument is one of the most beautiful 
and impressive shafts in the country, Towering majestically 
and a hundred feet in the air its grandeur is only understood 
and felt by those who have seen it. 


Its exact height is 1014 feet, the shaft itself rising 
about 90 feet from the base. The base is 35 feet square and 
varying from five to ten feet in height. A heroic figure 
typifying the early scout and settler stands on the western 
side of the shaft, This figure, nine feet in height, is one 
of the most impressive features of the monument, With 
face stern and unyielding, foot and leg striding forward, 
flintlock and powder horn in hand, it scems to be ever 
advancing toward that great west, of which this region was 
once typical. It represents the conquest of the west, the 
progress of the nation and the advancement of civilization, 
but above all it commemorates the lives which were sacrificed 
that all this might be achieved, and seems to cast over all 
surroundings the calm and quiet of a benediction. Certainly 
there was no type which the sculptor might have chosen, which 
would more happily illustrate the thought to be expressed, 


On each side of the base is a bronze entablature, The 
four bear inscriptions explanatory of the battle here, giving 
the roll of officers killed and other information of interest, 


The monument was designed by Van Amringe & Son, of Boston, 
and the figure carved by an eminent sculptor of this firm, The 
material is North Carolina granite with concrete foundation, 


The park in which it is constructed bids fair to become 
one of the most beautiful spots of its size in the state, The 
beauty and whiteness of the shaft is enhanced by the green 
of the shrubbery, trees and grass which surround it on every 
side, Expressions of approval and admiration were heard on 
every hand as visitors beheld the monument for the first 
time and the community may well feel a thrill of pride in the 
possession of such a monument, 


* "Unveiling of Fort Recovery Monument," from Ohio Archaeological 
and Historical Quarterly, Vol. XXII, pp 419, J53, 


Appendix No. 2 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO MEMORIAL UNITS IN FORT RECOVERY 


Capital Investment 


Federal State Town 
Library Material Supervision Skilled Labor, 
Labor Ground purchase, 
| 1/3 cost materials. 
Monument $25,000 $5,000 for ground. 
Fort Labor Supervision 12,000 for entire 
project. 


Logs from farmers 


Playground $1500 - shelter, etc. 
. $3,000 =— equipment 


Present Maintenance (1950) 


State Town 
Library Caretaker part-time Pay utilities, 


maintain interior 
and equipment 


Monument $1,000 in 199 
Fort Entire 
Play ground Mowing $100 in 199 


* This schedule is derived from notes made at a conference on 
October 2, 1950 at Fort Recovery, between J. Richard Lawwill, 
Director of Anthony Wayne Parkway Board and the following Fort 
Recovery citizens: Mrs. Elizabeth Hedrick, Urs. Iris Longley and 
Mr. Floyd Freeneyer 
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Appendix No, 3 
A TRUE COPY 


123 West Third St., Xenia, Ohio 
Feb. 29, 1952. 


Anthony Wayne Parkway Board, 
15th & High Street, 
Columbus, Ohio 


“Gentlemen: = 
Attention Mr. Richard C. Knopf, Research Historian. 


In answer to yours of the 13th, I shall endeavor to relate the now and 
why, the restoration of the Stockade at Fort Recovery was accomplished. 
Much of this will have to be from memory, prompted by the records at 
hand but authentic. 


Preliminary to the marking of the Wayne Trails, a committee headed by 
Dr. Shetrone, then Director of the Archeological Historical Society, 
made an expedition over the trails and visited Fort Recovery to view 
this memorable battle field, sometime in the late twenties. 


They were met by a committee of citizens, I with Dr. Shetrone, waded 
thru the weeds, down to the old river bed. He lamented that it was 

a disgrace to the community, State and Nation that the spot that 
marked the battle ground and location of the Old Fort was but a 
Shamble of weeds and a place for dumping refuge. "The Battle that 
broke the backbone of the Indian forces and made the Victory and 
Treaty Signing possible." That evening at a banquet in the Mercelina 
Hotel at Celina, Ohio he reiterated this disgrace in his discourse, 


The imprint was well placed, because the Fort Recovery Welfare 
Association, then began to make plans to mark in some way this 
memorable spot. True the Monument, which was far removed from the 
Fort side, marking the third and last resting place of the skeletons 
of those, who lost their lives in the conflict, did not mark the site 
of the Fort. In about 1931, this Association purchased one and 
three tenths acres of ground, which took in a portion of the old 
Fort site, with the view that some day it might be possible to erect 
a Public Library building on that spot, in as much as the Business 
and Professional Women, had successfully started a small library in 
rented quarters, 


ebro ts 


With this lure as a goal, advice was sought from the Archaeological 
and Historical Society and with the advent of FERA and WPA, I was 
selected to go to Columbus, Ohio and in co-operation with the Society, 
to sell a $10,000 idea, with a promise that we could put men to work 
immediately, to relieve destitute families, Within two days, the 
Society had furnished a landscape Architect and a Draftsman and the 
following morning, we had 56 men and two teams to start operations, 
with but a dream to work upon. Raising of a dwelling and clearing 
the ground of rubbish was began, The park committee was appointed 
W. H. Long, Wm. Sonderman, Henry Kleinhenz, Sebastian Ranley and 
myself as chairman, Upon this Committee, rested the direction and 
research that was to follow. Only Mr. Kleinhenz and myself of this 
committee are now living. 


When restoration of the Stockade was decided upon, the matter of 
financing, logs and other materials, was a tremendous load for a towmm 
of a little over 1100 population and the surrounding community. 
Therefore, the plan had to be sold to the entire community and their 
friends. 


Much of our early information was furnished by Historians Martha E, 
Rohr and Ida liay Hedrick, establishing the fact there was a well 

- within the Stockade, a Flag Staff, a barraks building and look out 
posts. These local historians had made much research prior to the 
erection of the Monument, which was erected in 1913, at which time 
it was established the records covering this conflict was burned in 
the fire of 1612, therefore, the information at hand was handed 
down by Samuel McDowell, who was the only one to survive both conflicts 
and then return later to make his home and his grave is preserved in 
the ol.d cemetary on Gwendolyn Street. From his description and 
handed down through his son Josuah a pen drawings was made showing 
lookout posts at each corner of the stockade. Much of the authentic 
information was gathered from the diaries of Benjamin Van Cleve, 
who later became one of the prominent business men in Dayton, Ohio. 


We made every effort to get authentic information and in our search 
of the records at Celina, Ohio, we found an old plat which showed 

the outline of the original stockade, According to measurements on 
this plat, the stockade ran slightly northeasterly direction, with 
the northwest corner on the bank of the Wabash river. This size from 
measurements was about 150 feet wide and 350 feet long, this would 
make the southeast corner extend into what is now Wayne Street. 


The original size of the stockade area would take in valuable business 
property of Fort Recovery, therefore with our meager finances, was 

out of the question in restoration. Therefore, we and the Society, 
agreed the replica as it now stands, 
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It was definitely established there was a barraks building. We had to 
rely on information given us by the oldest residents then living, who 
were Mrs, Harriet Krenning, (her grandfather owned the site), William 
Muthert Fred Wagner, Ida May Hedrick and one other, whom I do not 
recall the name, none of whom are now living. 


They knew the family by the name of Sipe, who with their children 
lived in the barraks building, Mrs, Krenning and the children played 
anti-over the barraks building and were continually warned to be 
careful and not fall in the old Indian Well. On one occation we had 
this group down on the site to try and determine just where the old 
Indian Well might be, that was after the outline of the replica had 
been well along in construction. In trenching for foundations, I 
had a standing order, we wanted to see the yellow soil in every trench, 
to make sure we were not over the old well, Not having found it, we 
had this group back again and the desided it had to be in a radius 
of 30 feet. We then started trenching every three feet and found 

it to be just outside the area they had designated. | 


We then realized why? The erosion along with the wearing away of the 
river bank, which took a turn at this point had evidently worn away 
perhaps twenty or more feet and had worn a gulley to the south or 
beneath the southwest corner of the present stockade, in as much as 
the original stockade was built on level ground. With this informa- 
tion it was questionable, whether or not the barraks building did 
not make up the northwest corner or the stockade, the walls being 
streight up instead of ofset, like the lookout posts, to give clear 
view along the stockade walls, the offset not being necessary 
because of the steep bank to the river. 


Since the well had been located, we proceeding to clean it out, about 
five feet dovm we established the outline of the cribbing, which is 
about three feet square inside and which we proceeded to replace as we 
went down, with bridge plank, about sixteen feet down, we found the 
original white oakcribbing in better condition than the replacement 
we were using, therefore connected them, only cleaning from there 
down, at twenty feet we found the top of what proved to be the top 
of an eight inch pump stem fifteen feet and four inches long, this 

is on display in the barraks building now, The well is thirty-six 
feet deep. We had supposed the fulcrum type lift had been used, 

but because of the debth of the well it had to be windlass type. 

I believe it was Mr. Frazier Wilson of Greenville, who furnished 

a picture of the remains of a windlass type construction, which was 
found at Fort Jefferson, from that we drafted the one presently 
used, 
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This well evidently was used until about 1876, when (I believe James 
Hedrick) dug a new well and discovered the bottom part of the original 
flag pole, a portion of which is the property of the Hedrick family 
and is on display in the Museum-Library building now. From the tenants 
and pins of this portion, we were able to determine that two timbers 
had been morticed across the bottom of the pole then buried four or 
five feet beneath the surface, It was white oak (I forget the hight 
of the one erected, but we later found six feet taller than the ori- 
ginal, whether this was overall or the hight out of the ground we do 
not know. The cross members of the present flag pole rest on the 
brick cribbing of the well dug in 1876. 


In as much as Archeological and Historical Society insisted that we 
obtain more ground for a park and we did not know exactly the irregular 
boundry of the property we had purchased, it was necessary to find the 
stone marker establishing the Treaty boundry line. After much trench- 
ing and finding a bogus stone, which would not vermit closing of 
tracts and further search of records at Celina, we found that the 
Original stone was square, about thirty inches long and beneath same 
was placed a walnut stake about eight inches in length, which we 
eventually found. According to advice by attorneys, with witnesses, 
we removed the walnut stake and replaced it with a white oak stake 

of a like size and replaced the original stone, which is now ex- 
posed to public view, with proper palcard, The walnut stake is now 
on display in the Museum-Library building. 


As I recall the exact size of the replica is 60 by 100 feet. One 
other thing that tends to prove we are absolutely right about the 
barraks building, the custom was then and is now, the flag staff is 
most generally in front of the headquarters building. 


All the material that went into the construction of the replica, was 
raised in some way by the community. Farmers were requested to give 
trees, the Business and Professional Women sold logs used in the 
construction, the five buildings raised and the material salvaged 
and either sold, traded or used inconstruction. It was the unyeild- 
co-operation of the entire community that made the replica possible. 


We of course had a comglomeration of ideas about correct construction, 
which had to be sorted down to facts, commensurate with the materials 
obtainable and the instruction of the laborers to do the work in the 
pioneer way, to hue not saw and pin not nail. Not a man had worked 


on this type of construction, some had never used an axe. 


In 1933, my wife and I attended the worlds fair at Chicago, and we 
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inspected the replica of Fort Dearborn, carefully, taking notes, 
making drawings and aslzing the whys of those in charge and made 
every effort to get a sect of drawings, but was unsuccessful. 
Therefore, we proceeded, from this aunthentic knowledge obtained to 
draft the wooden liinges on which the deors were hung, the wooden 
latches and massive bars across the doors. We found that the banks 
which were around all walls and double decked were of about two 

inch poles laid crosswise of the bunk rails and all pinned together 
with wooden wins, the windows of the second story were hung on wooden 
hinges swinging unward and surficed as gun holes during attack, the 
floors were hued plank, massive ladders made of poles led to the 
second floor, trap doors were made to close the opening. We were 
unable to determine the type of fire place, whether of stone and 
clay mortor or pole cribbing around the outside and filled with 
stone and clay to make the chimney, but we do know there was a fire- 
place. Marsh grass and stwigs placed on the pole bunks made their 
beds. 


All around the log picket walls, there were runways of scafold type 
high enough to permit shooting over the top between the points of the 
pickets without much exposure of the soldier to fire from the enemy. 
The double gate of logs swung on massive wooden hinges, with wooden 
pins as pinions, which are duplicated. 


One thing we know to be true, but we could not handily incorporate 

in this size replica, was a trench or underpass leading down to the 
river, just down the bank from the northwest corner of the stockade, 
this led them to water their animals without being greatly exposed to 
sniping from the enemy. This was substantiated by Mrs, Krenning and 
William liuthert, who in their play would try to jump across it 

and helped to form a dugout or play house, whether this was lined 
with stone or timber we could not determine, but probably was timber. 
Another reason why this was not incorporated in the construction was 
the hazard it would provide unless guarded by a fence, but there would 
still be a hazard it would provide unless guarded by a fence, but 
there would still be a hazard as of to-day. We inquired why it was 
still there and found, in the carly days it was covered and used as 

a hog shelter. 


Along the north end of the present stockade, was the only place 

where signs were found that might have been the outer wall of the 
original stockade, a space about six feet where it looked like reminants 
of logs on end and about thirty inches dow to yellow soil, the man 
working on this trench was new and had dug out some of the remaining 
timber, therefore distroyed a positive identification, in fact all . 
these men were ametures in the work and not geared to the historic value. 
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All: workmen were requested to call me or one of the committec, if 
they found anything of historical value including relics and any 
timber found buried. To illiminate a water hole in the old river 
bed, it was necessary to run an eight inch tile from the older 
river bed to the present dredged river, This tile is from four 
feet six inches down to seven feet and four inches deep. About 

two thirds the way from the old river bed, we found logs about six 
foot deep, lying side by side, which we determined to be a part 

of the old corduroy road, because it was in approximate line where 
the river would natrually be forded and leading to the high ground 
about one quarter of a mile north, where St. Clair's men were camped. 
Then in the swmer of 1929 while diging a basement on the north 
side of lot one, Winters additions a similar formation of logs were 
discovered and from the angles they were laid this too was a part 
of the old road. This can be substantiated by Henry Vogel, (who 

4s still living) the property is now ovmed by Margurite Schroer. 
Coming off the old trail from Greenville to this point following 
the contour of the land to the fording the river and on north this 
old road would pass the southwest corner of the stockade by about 
100 feet. 


Another instance was found beyond the intersection of Boundary and 
First streets, it was determined at the time this part of the 
corduroy road was the branch of the Anthony Wayne trail to Fallen 
Timbers. Picces of the first two mentioned findings of the road are 
on display in the Museum. 


In 1851 boys playing along the river bank came upon some bones, 
creating great excitement and a number of skeletons, which had been 
buried there sixty years before were exhumed, Bone buring day was 
held September tenth 1951, some 5000 notables and visitors, from 
many miles were there, There were 10) Pall Bearers, to bear the 
thirteen walnut coffins, denoting the thirteen States, The orator 
of the day was Hon. Bellamy Storer, The bones exhumed were from 
the west and south of the stockade. 


In 1872 Sanford Warnock and his son Sylvan R. Warnock in excuvating 
for the building now standing on the northwest corner of Wayne and 
Boundry streets, discovered a coffin of heavy walnut, only bones and 
a reminant of a blanket were found, there might have been some other 
indetifying mark, however, it was thought it might have been General 
Butler, at least it must have been some high ranking officer. Now 
getting back to the plat of the original stockade, this burial would 
have been within the walls of the stockade. While that was the only 
burial found in this excuvation, it being found at the south edge 
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of the excuvation, it s possible more burials are beneath the street 
and in this area. 


I believe the construction except for its being smaller is approxi- 
mately correct, with one exception, and that is, the look out posis 
which were of two story construction, usually with pyrimid type 
roof, there still was a cupula, where one sentinal could view the 
surrounding area of attack. 


During this entire construction, we had conferences and discussions 
with Dr. Shetron, H. R. McPherson, then Curator of Parks, Mr. E. C. 
zepp, Mr. Gray and Mr. Charles from Fort Jefferson was also called 
in regarding the reclaimation of the old well. In fact everything 
possible was done to make this replica as near correct as possible, 
every source of information was traced down as to its correctness, 


Tradition is that the stump of the tree, where General Butler, slumped 
against, after being mortally wounded and his men fought off the 
Indians, who desired to scalp him before he was dead, was removed 
when Fred Wagner escuvated the basement of the building now occupied 
by the Vondehaar market. This tree stood about fifteen feet back 
from the curb and along the south: wall. It was discussed by the 
Committee, that a boulder should be provided with a bronze tablet 
stating this fact and placed adjacent to the spot on the curb. 


Much of the above data will be found in correspondence with the 
Archeological and Historical Socicty files, some of it which I do 
not have were a part of the WPA applications for various phases of 
the project, where they might be I do not know, 


Not until I began to search my records to write this, did I realize, 
that the ones who was able to provide authentic information, which 
lead to research to bring out the facts of this reconstruction and 
other historical facts, had gone to their reward. However, there 
were others in the community who assisted in every way possible to 
make everything historically correct. 


Personally, I am very greatful to the Committee who worked with me, 
the entire community, for their wonderful response, the sponsoring 
organizations, The Welfare Association and the Business and Profess- 
ional Women, in cooperation with the Archaeological and Historical 
Society, in making this replica possible, marking the ground on which 
the bloodiest battle up to that time had been fought. The battles 
which played such a memorable part leading up to the Treaty of Green- 
ville and helping to form this wonderful United States of America, we 
all now enjoy. 


Si Sf oa 
To my knowledge there has been no attempt to make a replica such 
aa we have at Fort Recovery over the entire Wayne Trail and I hope 
the State will continue to preserve this small community 
accomplishment, 
If, I have not furnished the information desired, or if you have 
any further questions, that I might help to clear up, I shall be 
glad to give any assistance possible. 


Very truly yours, 


G. W. Reuter, 
Past Committce Chairman, 


cc: Taye Hart, for Fort Recovery Historical Society 


cc; Floyd A. Freemyer, for the Fort Recovery Welfare Association 


1B 
Appendix No. 


Fort Defiance was built in August, 179) by Major Henry Burbeck, the 
same officer who commanded the detachment that built Fort Recovery. From 
contemporary descriptions of Fort Recovery, the two structures had several 
features in cormon, viz: the relation of the block houses to the stockade, 
the free-standing barracks, and possibly the tunnel down to the river, 

No mention of ditches or earthworks at Fort Recovery has been found. 
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* From Drawing by Benjamin Van Cleve (179), in The American Pioneer. 
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